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INTRODUCTION.
— G R DT~

It is with a sense of duty rather than with a feeling
of mere pleasure that I respond to the call of the authors
in presenting before the public this small poem entitled
¢ Sree Nealakanta ThirthaCharya'. As a result of the re-
cent revival of Sanskrit study and the consequent research-
es of Indian Antiquity, the Mental culture which the
Aryans had then Comparatively attained to in various de-
partments of Science, art and literature, shines forth in
unparellelled splendour and presents a perspective view
prominent, wonderful and me$nacing to any modern scholar
who looks back carefully at the phases of ancient India.

The light thrown upon the great mental culture of the
Ancient Aryans by the researches of modern scholars
interested in the antiquities of India strikes with aim
and wonder the most Sceptical of moderns and makes him
pause and admire the intellectual Maturity of the very
remote and ancient people of India at a time when the
forefathers of the pioneers of modern civilisation were sunk
in the lowest stages of primitive barbarism. The civilised
nations of the world have now begun to recognise the
importance of this fact so much so that they do not regard
themselves to have completed the necessary course of
instruction in several sciences and arts until they have made
a comparative study of what our mother India has thought
out upon those subjects. The influence direct or indirect
of ancient Indian culture may be markedly traced in the
development of the most important branches of knowledge
for example in the sciences of philology and philosophy
and in the arts of Medicine and education.
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“The Indians” in the estimation of no less person
than Professor MacDonell, “are the only division of the
Indo-European family which has created a great national
religion—DBrahminism—and a great anglo-religion—DBudh-
ism” and “has developed independently several systems of
philosophy which bear evidence ol high speculative
powers,” as a result of which “their intellectual life has
all along been dominated by religious thought than that.
of any other race” and “their literature shows cvery step
in the evolution of religion and philosophy.”

As regards the system of education we are glad to
note the growing tendency in the Civilised world to realise
the beneficial results aceruing from a real teacher's close
intimacy with his pupils. Thé recent hostel-system much
talked of and much fought for by modern cducationists 1Is
nothing but a later out-growth based upon scientific princi-
ples of the ancient custom of the denoted Bralumaclury's
living in the Guri's Mut. Insuch a Bralmacharyisvima
the disciple on his part will have deep reverance lov his
accepted Gurw and consequently implicit faith - lis
teachings. The effect of this pure Guru  Bhakihy
deep reverance on the part of the disciple to the precep-
tor—is to engender in the disciple’s heart a zeal lor Kknow-
ledge, an enthusiasm for perseverence and o pratification
in assimilated study—three essential items, the importance
of which can on no account be underrated in any system
of education however civilised it may proless to be,

The present Klandakavya (small poem) is the out-
flow of such pure and real Gurue Bhakthy filled to the
brim in the hearts of two cultured disciples towards their
religious preceptor Brakma Srce  Nealakanta  Thirtha
Swamy the well known Scholar and  Fedauti of Kerala.
It is a biographical sketch of this cminent person in Sans-
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krit Verses and consists of two parts each part comprising
two sargas respectively. The first part &is wholy composed
by Srijut M. K. Rarayana Pollai poet and Ayurvedic
Doctor. Ineed not dilate upon his literary and poetic
talents in as much as he is known as the beloved student
so far as the study of Sanskrit is concerned of Old Raja
Raja Verma Dev of Parappanad and has already establish-
ed a reputation in his poetic work entitled “ Sadguru
Sarvaswam” as “ Resikajana Manorenjanasaralarcetly.”
Narayana Kavi the author of the first purt deseribes therein
briefly the salient incidents in the life history of the Guru
from his birth onwards and from the spivit of the Bhakthi
and the enthusiasm with which he accomplishes this we
may be justified in inferring that though he would like
to have embellished it with supplementary Sargas of his
own, the true spirit of self-renunciation & communion
of interest prevailed over him and made him yield to the
wishes of his Co-disciple Siva-prasad to finish it. The
second part therefore is solely supplementary and describes
in detail the Thirthatanoms-pilgrimages to the sacred
places of India which the Guru to complete his education
undertook to perform with the kind permission of his pre-
ceptor. That Siva-prasad is also actuated by the same
amount of Bhakthy pure and sincere and equally skilled
in the art of poetic description will be evident from his
Clokas of the Second part. In addition to the intrinsic
merits of the book another noteworthy fact to be mention-
ed in this connection is that this production is a sure index
of the growing recognition of value and importance of
true Biographical study the absence ‘of which from our
Oriental literatures was a deplorable want keenly felt by
modern Scholars,

I shall not be doing full justice to the duty incumbant

upon me if I do not here make mention of what little I
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know of the Swam: himself whose life history is the sole
theme of the booklet to which these lines serve as a hum-
ble introduction. Sree Nealakanta Thirtha is well known
to Sanskrit—Knowing-world as a Scholarly poct—a Ved-
antic philosopher and a Shastraic yogi. Far and wide,
outside India his religious songs entitled Sthavom and
Sankalpakalpalathika and the Vedantic verses of his Sidrd-
7va Sarvaswam have reached and evoked the admiration
of the refined scholars everywhere especially in Germany
and America. In the art of Ethic poetry he may be re-
garded as one of the successful successors of Bharthrihari
with the distinction that the Spirit of pessimism pecrvad-
ing throughout the latter's works is substituted by
the spirit of Ananda peculiarly characteristic of the
Swamy’s having attained Bramhajnana and in philosophi-
cal teachings he may be well compared to Rama Krishna
Paramahamsa. But in combining philosophy, cthic
poetry and true Sennyasivrithy I may be permitted to say
for certain that our Swami stands in Kerala sccond to none
‘but Sree Sankara Charya. The real worth of the Vedan-
tic works of the Swami lies par cxcellence in that he does not
try to mystify things by means of unexplained technical
words in his philosophical discussions and he exposes high-
ly philosophical truths by means of common examples
which are within the comprehension of any intelligent
layman. In “ Swardjyaservaswam” for example where
the Author explains the attitude of Virakihy (renunciation)
and its good effects he says.

¢ FTAYTHOTR TG HIRETATST |
BISPTRE TPITAT AAT GrEHSHT wafr u 7
How vividly does it bring home to the mind of an

ordinary man the real statc of Virakthi which a so-called
Vedantin would naturally cxpand into quite unitelligible
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and cumbrous phraseology. I therefore cannot but take
this opportunity of recommending this tiny book entitled
Swarajyasarvaswam by Shre Nealakanta Thirtha to be
read carefully by all those enlightened sons of India who
wish to be initiated into the supposed mysteries of the
Vedantha—the unshakable edifice of the highly intellectual
life that we have inherited from our ancestors. Much
thought is now-a-days spent no doubt upon his works and
teachings and I sincerely hope that more in futurity will
be spent and beneficial results obtained from them in mani-
fold ways by our posterity.

In fine it does much credit to the Swamy and his dis-
ciples (though worldly credit or no credit may to such
Aduaithies be all the same ) in publishing these Sanskrit
productions which clearly bring to light the part played by
Kerala in the revival of Sanskrit literature and the deve-
lopment of thought. In the past, present and future his-
tory of India’s mental evolution we have every reason to
believe that though Kerala is physwcally isolated by the
Mountains on one side and the ocean on the other side
menially she remains one with India by some mysterious
power of the Creator of the Universe and energetically co-
operates with India in all her activities for the advance-
ment mental, moral and economical of the fellow beings
all over the world.

I conclude by giving expression once more to my
sincere hope that this publication will receive a liberal
appreciaton in the hands of all modern scholars who take
a real interest in the study of India’s ancient seripturc and
sacred literature.

His Highness The Maha Raja’s
College For Girls K. SANKARA Priiai,
Trivandrum. B. A.
26th May 1911,



210
AeforadueizaiaTR mems
@ gt qqn—

FpitargiaEmE AR R FE R Ry fatn Perzaags-
AAFTITAANTT,

1293 G-
No. 7525 (I) 26-6-05.
g ! wafy: adfid geand suivgrlgargantsd o
‘gagEn! aEnSEAERE R R TR s RsRat
waftafat wwgagw aaaf aiwerg-gh
IgITAL.
‘Seal & Signature.

(1)
FETEBGARH,
25-6-05.
Dear Sik &. Bro.

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of the
following two books with thanks, T am especially grateful
to His Holiness Sri Nilakantha Tirtha who has taken the
trouble of composing the said books for use of Bhaktas of
the age...With brotherly regards.

1. Yogamrita Tarangini, } Yours fraternally,
2, Sri Sowbhagia Labari. § Pandit SIVADATTA PANDE.
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(III)
15th August 1905,
Dear Sig,
Thank you for the kind presentation of your newly

published boek wrrgaastyoit. The work itself bespeaks
of your ability of composing good verses,
Yours faithfully.
BIMALAPRASADA SIDDHANTA SARASWATY.

(IV)
22 May 1905.
To Mr. Nielakanda Yemin; Edeppalli . Mr. Griffith
acknowledges with many thanks the receipt of the two
books kindly sent by Mr. Nielakanda Yemin.........
R.T. H. GRIFFITH,
M. A;C L E
Kotagiri

BRI DR IN B AARIE R LT T
wt ARRIRA A Eat -

TR,

(1) wfangritaty: aegaasdl fat wagag | semeafe ot
FRSOTTIRE & 1 (R) WamRagasaraarnieal g8 w4
3 §g T T Rga fewmhing | wagag sl gIaTomY-
Fragn: gRgfargagn gsasion sagal (3) HewvsfgdT
FRte ¥ S gaar aAliaR) weggRa@aget g ai
AERFI N () FAwiEEass ot ArRdqRardRR
WATHEIEET F& qAGRE 7 AN

H. H. ZAMURIN'S A. NARAYAN S'ASTRIAR,
COLLEGE. Sanskrit Pandit.
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HALLE,
DEar SIz, 30-1-05.
Permit me to thank you for the copy of the five

Vaishnava poems which you have kindly sent me. The
third is interesting as a philosophical treatise, and all are

remarkable for their religious fervour and earnestness......
Dr. E. Hultzsch Ph. D, Yours sincerely
Prof. Halle. (Sd.) E. HULTZSCH.

BAJWADA SHETSERI,
Baroda, 30th Mareh 1910.
To
SWAMI NILAKANTHA TIRTHA.

Dzar SIR,

I acknowledge with great pleasure the receipt of the
books sent by you as a present. The books contain verses—
really the work of a great learned Pandit. The lovers of
Sanskrit language would indeed derive merit from it. These
books are valuable to me as they would be the treasures of
my own poor library.

Expressing my thanks for this present.

I remain,
Dear Sir,

Yours faithfully,
NARHARISHANKER
SHIVSHANKER SHASTRI, B. A.

Samskrit Teacher, Barodo High School



FrANKENMUTH,
MrrcH,
September 2nd, 1905.
Dear Sip,

I cannot describe the delight that I feel over those two
most precious booklets of yours which I got yesterday.
Being the works as well as the gift of an eminent sage of
India, these booklets will always remain priceless treasures
of my library. Especially do I value the Yogamritatarangini;
the subject interests me deeply...c.ceeuvnrvanroenens. I thank
you a thousand times for your beautiful present.

Yours most truly,
Dr. J, J. MEYER,
Prof. Dept. of Sanskrit,
The University of Chicago, U. S. A.
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}(Sd.) S. BENKATARAMANAN.
29nd March 1906.

To
SWAMI NILAKANTA TIRTIIA.
Harre 25. 3. 10.;
DEAR SIE,

Permit me to thank you very sincercly for your two

new Compositions sfigusrgamta and WREAGIR. ..+ ..-.. and
to congratulate you on the successful way in which you

are continuing theological research and writing classical
Sanskrit verse in this practical and unpoetical age.

Dr. E. HULTZSCH, Pu. D.
Prof. HALLE,

Germany.
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